A HISTORY OP POLAND
"Countrymen !
" When the present war broke out, our nation in-
stantly became aware that an important page of her
history was being turned, that her future hung in the
balance.
" Poland's most dread foe, who had vowed her com-
plete annihilation, who with approved cunning had,
through widespread influence, armed all forces against
us, suddenly stood forth as the enemy not only of
ourselves but of almost the whole of Europe. And
we who hitherto alone in desperate daily strife had
defended against this enemy die domains of our
fathers, all at once saw lifted against him the arms of
the world's great powers: Russia, France, England.
" We had always understood on which side our place
would be. This was now indicated without hesitation
by the thought of all sections of the community, by the
healthy instinct of die people themselves.
" Germany's defeat in this struggle meant victory for
us.
" Our attitude was responded to by Russia through
the Proclamation of the Commander-in-Chief of the
Army, a proclamation announcing the fulfilment of
our most sacred desires, the joining together of the
dismembered body of the nation, her freedom of being
and of growth. This proclamation found an echo
among Russia's western allies: the restoration of
Poland was seen to be one of the great tasks of this
bloody war, a task crying for accomplishment. And
our nation itself received the proclamation with all the
more ardour. There stood clearly expressed before
the world that purpose which a new dawn had illu-
mined for us at the very outbreak of war.
" Li presence of this purpose, of the efforts and sacri-
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